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Nestling amidst volcanoes
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Capital of the Auvergne , Clermont -Ferrand enjoys an exceptional setting and loc ation.

Established where the Vol chomresReglodadNatrael Parks éenteraectdvithlthe v r a d
Plain of Limagne, Clermont -Ferrand lies at the foot of the emblematic Puy de Déme, listed as a Grand

Site de France .

Its strategic posi ti on at the crossroads of Europe and cent

gateway into the vast Massif Central district.

Here is a little overview of a city where town and nature sing the same song.




A Dbit of history

The central hill, upon which the Cathedral stands today, was born of a
volcanic eruption some 156,000 years ago.

Archaeological digs have shown that the Clermont region was inhabited as
early as in prehistoric times.

During the Gallic Wars, the victory of Arvern leader Vercingetorix over
Caesar in 52 BC occurred a stoneds tl
known as the OArvern peoplebds metropo

In the Gallo-Roman era, Clermont, known at the time as Augustonemetum , grew in a substantial way. It
experienced a boom in the Middle Ages. Pope Urban Il chose the city for the Council in 1095, where he
preached the first crusade. Later, the power of Bishops grew to the point that they became Lords of the

city.

In the following century, the Counts of Auvergne founded the city of
Montferrand about 4 kilometres away. At that point, both cities, one of which
was ruled by Counts, the other by Bishops, became rivals.

Clermont s economic activity Yeeasrusnde d
throughout the Renaissance.

Rich burghers gaining Royal office built luxurious residences, as shown by the Hotel Savaron and the
Hotel Fontfreyde .



Literary and scientific genius Blaise Pascal was born in Clermont in
1623. At a very young age, he developed a calculating machine, two
actual models of which can still be seen at the Henri-Lecoq Museum.

In 1630, King Louis Xlll seal ed the f ates of Ant i
Medieval Montferrand into one common destiny, uniting them by an

Edict of Union. That was when the name of Clermont -Ferrand came to

be.

This long-forgotten duality brought about the wealth and diversity of both historical centres, including
the remarkably preserved Montferrand se ctor .

Brothers André and Edouard Michelin founded the Michelin et Cie plant in 1889, applying scientific
progress to industry and to the needs of a changing society.

In the 20™ century, industrial development relating to Michelin
profoundly changed town planning for the city. From 1905 to 1930,
three residential estates and 480 individual houses were built around
the Montferrand hill.

People from the Auvergne and elsewhere gathered to build the 21 municipali ties in Clermont
Communauté , which at this time has 300,000 inhabitants.

Every year, there are 36,000 students making up the new
generation come to study in its two universities and its post-
graduate schools.




Things to do and see in Clermont-Ferrand

The Cathedral

The majestic gothic cathedral soars skywards. It crowns the hillin Cl er mont 6 s hi st ori cal

Work began on current-day Notre -Dame-de-I'’Assomption
Cathedral in 1248, under the supervision of architect Jean
Deschampsand of the episcopacy of Hughes de la Tour.

It stands upon the site of former churches, as can be seen from
the crypt. It took seven centuries to complete, including lengthy
stoppages in the work. The three spans, the portal and the
western spires were built by Viollet -le-Duc in the 19™ century.

The cathedral stands out through the use of Volvic volcanic stone
of which this work represented the first -ever wide-scale use.

This anthracite -coloured masterpiece highlights a unique set of stained glass win dows and mural
paintings .

The Romanesque Bsilica

Listed on UNESCOG®G s Wo r | dthe HNetre iDanaegle-Port Basilica takes visitors into the
spellbinding world of Romanesque art.

The basilica was built of beige arkose during the first
third of the 12 ™ century and was fully restored .

The nave is covered with a smooth cradle vault and

an aisle on either side, featuring high arches and
galleries. The chancel is surrounded by an ambulatory
complete with outward -radiating chapels. The
pyramid-shaped chevet is remarkable, as are the

south portal 6 s scul pted moti fs a
especially t hcapitalsc ladomed e with s
narrative scenes .




Daffodil -coloured distemper was applied to restore indoor volume unity, and it also served to highlight
the 19™-century stained glass windows. The basilica boasts several masterpieces, including a breast-
feeding Virgin Mary (ca 14™ or 15" century) and an Annunciation scene by Philippe de Champaigne .

A collection of fountains

Whether on the town squares or bordering on streets, there are over fifty fountains pacing both of
Clermont-Fer r andds hi s t. Comingatd us dremm & rvaisty of eras ranging from the
Renaissance to the 20 ™ century, their water play whispers and ru stles, while their lovely pearls of
water splash on to the chiselled | ava stoneé

The most remarkable example is the Amboise Fountain on Place de la Poterne.

Made of Volvic stone, it was builtin 1515t hanks to the patronage of Bi s
structure shows evidence of late gothic craftsmanship, especially the flying buttresses. Yet the ornate
columns and prolific adornments are in Renaissance style.

A series of masks, Italian-style grotesques and garlands embellish the layered basins from which the
gushing waters flow. The entire work is topped with

Three museums

The treasures found in their collections and their high -quality temporary exhibits are surely worth a
visit.

- The Bargoin Museum

The Bargoin Museum hosts two sections. One is devoted to
archaeology for the period stretching from prehistoric times to the Gallo -Roman
era, including a few collections that are exceptional in multiple wa ys, like a full
clothing set having belonged to a young Gaul woman , items from the Temple
of Mercury at the summit of the Puy de D6me, the gold coin collections and a
unigue set of wooden Gaul votive offerings ( ex-voto). The other section is
devoted to a most diverse combination of Tapestries and Textile Arts,
alternately presenting museum collections and exhibitions that pay wonderful
tribute to this noble craft .




- The Henri -Lecoq Museum

> This is the oldest museum in Clermont. At this time, it has close to 650,000
o’ items and specimens concerning botany, geology, zoology and the history of
== Science and techniques .

-

Located inHenri-Lecoqd6s f or mer home, it of fers
Auvergneds nature heritage, as wel/l as
two Pascalines coming from Blaise Pascal, as well as the Lavoisier collection

and souvenirs from Louis Pasteur.

- The Roger-Quilliot Art Museum (MARQ)

5y Set inside the former Montferrand Ursulines Convent , the museum received
2§ the benefit of a bright, contemporary architectural and museographic

refurbishment in the 90S.

Cl ermont 0s foremost c u |-Quilliot aArt Mwseumu (¢he t h

0 MARQO in French) presents its collectdi
decorative art objects, graphic arts, ranging from the Middle Ages to

contemporary creative works.

l ndustri al MehelintAalye.nttulr e 600

Located on the site of a former 2,100m2 textile mill whose turn -of-the-century architecture has been
fully preserved, the Michelin Adventure extends over two levels. The exhibition, organised both
thematically and chronologically, is devotedtothe Mi chel i n Gr ou p fasdfyiluees.t , pr ese

It all begins with a Micheline vehicle and a Bréguet plane . An incredibly profuse, fully -staged journey
helps everyone explore the Michelin Adventure with the curiosity and surprise appropriate to their age.
Informative and fun, the many interactive modules will help everyone enjoy a tailor -made experience.



Things to do and see around Clermont-Ferrand

The Puy de Déme

This pelean-type volcano soars to 1,465 metres over the Puys
mountain range and its 80 volcanoes. Located about a dozen
kilometres west of Clermont -Ferrand, it is the symbol of the
department, which was named after it in 1791.

The rounded shape of its commanding silhouette, topped by its aerial,

towers over the entire region. Mythical, emblematic , symbolic, the
Puy de Déme is a fragile natural area welcoming a large number of
visitors every yeatr.

This famous volcano, listed as a Grand Site de France, features a cog railway, the Panoramique des
Domes, to convey visitors to the summit. It takes you to the summit in about 15 minutes.

Vulcania Park

Let your family become for a day explorers in a fascinating world!

A Theme Park devoted to the adventure of Planet Earth: Vulcania is an
entertaining, interactive site that brings science alive. In the heart of the

Auvergne, you will share an emotional day of discovery as you learn all about

volcanoes as well as the riches and angers of the Earth.

With its thrill -rich attractions, Vulcania invites you to discover the extraordinary
tale of volcanoes, those genuine forces of nature.



The Lemptégy Volcano

Within a fully -natural setting, an open volcano t o be expl ored on foot or
mi ne 6, a-40 sttractiomi c

The Gergovie Plateau

Located about a dozen kilometres south of Clermont -Ferrand, the site
of Gergovie appears as a vast, 96-hectare plateau .

This natural panoramic viewpoint overlooks the nearby city and the
surrounding plains. In the 1* century BC, the Gergovie Plateau was a
huge oppidum, a fort combining housing and defence, as well as
political, economic and religious tasks.

For the past 2,000 years, Ver ci nget or i x 06 so veirn gllud iwisc tCaareys ar has
fame.

Vol cans d &dygonaldatgral Rark

This vast area includes remarkable landscapes, fauna and flora . But it . I

also owes its powerful image to a substantial rural society that has
succeeded in preserving its know-how and its culture.

The area comprises three Nature Reserves: Chaudefour Valley, the
Sagnes de la Godivelle and the Rocher de la Jacquette Reserve.

Livradois-Forez Regional Natural Park

This is one of the largest Regional Natural Parks in France.
The beauty of the landscapes and the diversity in natural
settings layered according to altitude are among the greatest
assets of Livradois-Forez Natural Park.

It opens onto the endless vista of the Hautes-Chaumes and its
preserved landscapes and nature, on to peat bogs and forests
of pine and beech.




A dynamic, inventive metropolis

I n the Auvergneds foremost <city, i magi na-Fdarrand hastbus h a
succeeded in establishing itself as the world capital of the short film, with the genreos
festival: the short fwvdlmds very own Cannes Festi

The city is also well supplied in live shows through its National Theatre d¢he Comédie de Clermont -
Ferrand g its own Auvergne Orchestra - which built its reputation on string instruments -, a renowned
Opera Season, and of course, the Coopérative de M ai, devoted to the latest in music. Every year, the
Europavox Festival attra cts the best in European music.

The Contr e Pl on g &@mmemedfestivdl )dbfintg®colour to the summer season through festive
programming focussing on image, including garden readings, circus acts, shows and the screening of
movie masterpieces with the Cathedral providing a magical backdrop. The Travelogue Biennial puts
together the accounts of long -haul travellers. As for contemporary art, the venues are the FRAC
Auvergne or the Hotel Fontfreyde, Centre for Photographic Pictures, both located in the core of the
historic centre.

«

Short film F estival
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La Comédie de Clermont-Ferrand
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La Coopérative de Mai

La Biennale

du carnet de voyage

Saison lyrique

Jazz en téte
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Orchestre
ddAuver

Europavox
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